ABOUT EPILEPSY

Epilepsy is a neurological condition caused by
sudden, brief changes in the brain's electrical
balance. Epilepsy is often called a

“seizure disorder,” but both
terms are used to describe .
recurring seizures.

Seizures may take the form of a
blank stare, uncontrolled move-
ments, altered awareness, odd
sensations or a convulsion.
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STATISTICS:

* Epilepsy affects over 3 million

Americans— more people than

multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy, muscular
dystrophy, and Parkinson's disease combined

* 200,00 new cases are diagnosed each year in
the United States

* 45,000 of those cases involve children under the
age of 15

*1 in 10 people will have a seizure during his or
her lifetime

> \\Y Despite these statistics,
@@ misconceptions about the
> condition persist. Consequently,
children with epilepsy often face
social ostracism and bullying. For
w many kids, this can lead to lifelong
feelings of exclusion, poor self-
n esteem, and depression.

It's time to educate change.

EPILEPSY FOUNDATION OF NEW JERSEY

The Epilepsy Foundation of New Jersey, an affiliate
of the Epilepsy Foundation of America, is a state-
wide, non-profit agency dedicated to helping
improve the quality of life for people affected by
epilepsy and their loved ones.

Since 1970, the Epilepsy Foundation of New
Jersey has provided a wide variety of programs
and services to the community, including
information and referral services, support groups,
emergency medication assistance, and school /
community education.

Epilepsy Foundation of New Jersey
2516 Highway 35
Manasquan, NJ 08736
Phone: 800-336-5843
Fax: 732-528-4744
www.efnj.com

Thinking
About
Epilepsy

Changing perceptions
through education
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